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II. General Introduction continuation… 

-In our journey of understanding this new post-Christian, post-modern society; in 
order to have a better idea as to how to present the gospel message in the midst of 
this new paradigm, we finished our first session saying just a word about what 
some historians call the three major crises of the West, and today we are going to 
continue this description.  
 

The three major crises of the West: 

-For this we will go to Ortega y Gasset, one of the most important Spanish philosophers, 

who says in his book About Galileo, that the West has experienced three major 

crises in the last 2,000 years: D. 

 

1. The crisis of the first century which brought about the advent of Christianity in 

response. 

2. The one in the fifteenth century that also produced in response the emergence 

of the new humanism with a decidedly rationalist and secularizing emphasis, as well 

as the Protestant Reformation. This movement then gave rise to what has been 

called Modernity.  

3. The crisis of the last centuries, of the modern era, first called post-Christianity 

and later post-modernism, and which begins to be clearly discerned in the first 

decades of the twentieth century, after World War I, and is fully established by 

the mid-twentieth century. We are still immersed in this crisis and the West has 

failed to find a definitive response to it. 

 

-Now if the response to the two previous crises was Christianity, although, as we 

have said, the Renaissance also gave birth to the response of rationalist humanism; 

what will be the response to the crisis in which we find ourselves? 

 
-Obviously, as Christians we know that there is no other possible response than the 

Gospel. Nevertheless, the contemporary West, being a post-Christian society, that is 

apostate, no longer considers this as a valid response, which is why it continues its 

confused and disoriented march forward without having found the ultimate 
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solution for its most pressing problem. 

 
-In the words of a Spanish historian in 1922,  “No one can deny that serious political, 

economic and social problems exist today, that man has not yet been able to solve”. 

 
-Now to better understand this situation, it is necessary to consider what some 

sociologists say in relation to the evolution and development of generations. 

According to them, every 20 years or so, there is a new batch of human beings 

populating, living and developing their lives on the planet. 

 
-But the interesting thing is that although each new generation has grown up and 

has inherited a certain way of thinking from their parents and the society they were 

born into, the new generation are people who no longer have the same ideas and 

convictions as their parents. And this is because each generation changes in one way 

or another their way of thinking and the convictions inherited from the previous 

generation. 

 
-Now, the most interesting thing for us in the context we are looking at, is to consider 

that this is indeed the case in times of peace and stability; but not in times of crisis, 

such as the three described by Ortega and, as we said earlier, we are currently living 

in the midst of one of those crisis... 

 
…The crisis generation not only modifies this inherited way of thinking, but radically 

changes it, rejecting what has been received, desiring to start again from scratch. It 

wipes the slate clean and uproots itself, like a tree unearthing its roots and launching 

out in search of another land on which to take root. This is precisely the seriousness of 

our present situation. 

 

-The crisis generation no longer wants to rely on the foundation of the culture 

inherited from the world in which it grew up, and begins to move in a disoriented 

and confused way looking for something in which to get a foothold in the new 

world it seeks to create. A radical paradigm shift takes place. 

 

-Therefore, events, inspired and generated by new ideas and ways of thinking, occur 

throughout history and give rise to states and situations that shape and create 
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convictions, beliefs and ways of thinking which are specific to each era. D 

 
-In other words, radical or moderate, new or inherited, there is always in the world a 

system of beliefs, opinions, ideas that float in the air and which guides and determine in 

a very subtle way, without the vast majority of society even perceiving it, the life of 

every person born in a specific era or society. 

 
-This is why, right now, in the historical moment in which we live, we come 

across a lot of new ideas and opinions that abound and are prevalent everywhere, 

precisely because we are living in the crisis generation. 

 

-To give an example, today a child grows up in Europe listening to their parents 

or their teachers or seeing on TV that gender or rather, sex, is not something you 

are born with, and therefore if he wants to be a girl although he was born a boy, 

he can be so, without any difficulty. 

 

-These children also grow up believing and thinking, because that is what they have 

been taught since kindergarten, that the family is not important and that in fact 

there is a traditional family, which is a term used in a negative way, but there are 

also, on the other hand, different types of modern family that are perfectly valid, 

and in which there is no need for either a father or a mother. 

 
-Now, these are ideas that would have seemed far-fetched to the previous 

generation of only 25 or 30 years ago, even though it was also a licentious and 

libertine generation. However, these ideas are the ones prevailing in our European 

society today, and worst of all is that these children grow up believing that this is 

what is most natural and what people have always believed.  

 
-Our time, therefore, has a clear outline, a clear configuration which is 

disorientation and confusion, characteristic of all times of crisis. Ortega y Gasset, the 

Spanish philosopher, defines the man of crises like a man in despair, who is 

exasperated, he says, which means irritated and extremely angry. And the Spanish 

playwright Fernando Arrabal, has decided to accept this fact and deliberately 

professes to live in the realm of confusion.  
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-And many of the artistic movements of contemporary art give aesthetic 

expression to this same sentiment. Cases like the theatre of the absurd of Samuel 

Beckett and Ionesco, writers like Kafka, Albert Camus and others. 

 

-Some of the pictorial works by artists such as Egon Schiele, Picasso or Edvard 

Munch with his famous work, The Scream. A work in which a scream of anguish, 

despair and confusion is represented clearly and decisively; and one that some 

critics consider to be one of the best allegories or symbols of androgynous (a person 

whose external features do not correspond in a defined way to those of their sex) modern 

man, disorientated and confused.  

 

-But, as we have said, this way of thinking, this system of beliefs and convictions, 

was not in existence just a few generations ago in the Western world. There has 

been a radical paradigm shift, as we said earlier. 

 
-An with this I want to put an end to this outline and I will now move on to 

simply list what we have defined as the foundations of the ministry. It will help us to 

clarify some of the things I’ve been saying and others that I will be mentioning in 

the upcoming sessions. 

 

Conclusion and Foundations of the Ministry: 

1. I’ll cover this part quickly, as I already mentioned in passing some of these 

aspects at the beginning. I said there that the first of these foundations, and due to 

the nature of our work, is the understanding of the biblical perspective of art. 

2. The second, as I also said, was the understanding of the biblical worldview, which 

involves the entirety of the life of the believer and not only the religious aspect. 

3. The third was the study and understanding of post-modern society. 
4. But there are some more that I had not mentioned before that we need to consider. 

The most important one is the role that things like prayer, intercession and spiritual 

warfare, play in all this. 

 

-It would be a huge mistake to think that when faced with such serious crisis, 

intellectual tools are all we need to address it. This new paradigm is, as we have 

outlined and will see in more depth in the following sessions, the most difficult 

and complicated that the West has ever lived through in the past 2,000 years. 
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-And ultimately, speaking in biblical terms, we are talking about the 

establishment of the spirit of the Antichrist. It is interesting that Nietzsche, the 

philosopher, talked about “an unprecedented battle of spirits such as the world had 

never known”. Thus, what we actually find is that we are faced with a spiritual 

warfare for which, indeed, we need intellectual tools, but which we cannot address 

with these alone. Because as the word of God exhorts us: For the weapons of our 

warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds. 2 Corinthians 10:4 (NKJV) 

 

-Another of the foundations is related to the third and is the general understanding 

of the history of ideas, what Nietzsche called the genealogy of ideas. Knowing 

where they come from and how they are developed. And according to some of the 

things that we have already mentioned, we now see why this is so important. If 

we do not know the society in which we live, it is difficult to know how to 

approach and connect with the people we meet. We are even missing elements to 

be able to approach topics such as spiritual warfare, because we do not know, we 

do not understand what the enemy strongholds are and how to confront them. 

 

-And finally the last is cultural analysis. Which refers to the knowledge of how 

those ideas influence and condition the mentality and behaviour of people and the 

development of societies. 

 
-These foundations that I have just mentioned are based on what men like Oss 

Guinness, Francis Schaeffer, C. S. Lewis, D. Bonhoeffer, Tim Keller and others say 

about how to reach this post-Christian and post-modern West with the gospel. D. 

 
-And in this context, and as I finish up, it is interesting to mention in passing that 

the Apostles and early Christians who transformed and revolutionized the known 

world at the time in about 300 years, are our best example. Although some of 

them were simple people without much education, they were not, however, 

ignorant of the society in which they lived; they knew and had their feet firmly on 

the ground in the historic moment in which they lived. 

 
-They had their difficulties in understanding how they should carry out God´s 

calling, as we shall see later, but in the end, they succeeded. The case of the apostle 

Paul and his insistence on going to Bithinia in Asia Minor is a good example, but 

also Peter, who thought the message of the Lord Jesus was merely the continuation  
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of Judaism, or the impulses that at times they all had of making the Lord Jesus into 

the champion or saviour of the oppressive political power exercised over them by 

the Roman empire, etc. 

 
-The implications for the Christian are understanding and insight into what the 

apostle Paul called the whole counsel of God, and the Lord commissioned his disciples 

just before He ascended to heaven with the words “teaching them to obey everything 

that I have commanded you.” It refers, of course, to the knowledge of aspects such 

as: D.  

 

 Christian discipleship 

 prayer and intercession 

 communion with God and devotional life 

 spiritual warfare 

 evangelization 

 God’s character 

 the meaning of calling in the Christian life 

 the orders or estates established by God for the operation and development of fallen man’s life 

on the planet 

 understanding the false dichotomy that has been established between the secular and the 

religious. Etc., etc. 

 

-This catechumen, as the early church used to call it, or discipleship, took a process 

of three years for the new Christians in the primitive church.  This means the 

disciples of the Early Church knew and understood quite well their Christianity but 

also their society. And this is something we cannot say about the historical 

moment in which we find ourselves. In fact and perhaps due to an overload of 

information, television, Internet, print media, social networks, etc., in recent years a 

few books have been written about an alienated society. 

 
-Which is to say that, being unable to process all this overwhelming load of 

information, a state of confusion and breakdown is produced, which ultimately has 

resulted in an attitude of apathy and disinterest. Therefore we cannot assume that 

because we live in this modern society we automatically understand it, or know it.  

 
-In fact, there was a book published by Giovanni Sartori, in the first decade of this 

century entitled Homo Videns, dedicated to studying the impact of television and 
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media in society, which defines contemporary man as “the creature that looks but 

does not think, sees but does not understand”. 

 
-You could say that a child who is born in the midst of this society, is launched 

into a state of confusion and disorientation within which they will have to learn how 

to make their way by themselves. 

 
-It is also important to note that, as already intimated, and in the following 

sessions we will see how this process takes place, one of the essential and 

fundamental features of the post-modern mentality is irrationality, that is, the 

denial of reason and thus the negation of history. 

 
-This means that post-modern man has renounced wanting to know. Ortega y 

Gasset described this in the thirties of the last century saying that in the early 

twentieth century Western European man had given up wanting to be right, since 

he no longer wanted to know. 

 
-And Hobsbawm, the historian, in his book The Short Twentieth Century, says: “The 

destruction of the past, that is, of the mechanisms that link one’s contemporary 

experience to that of earlier generations, is one of the most characteristic 

phenomena of the late twentieth century. Most young men and women at the 

century’s end grow up in a sort of permanent present lacking any organic relation 

to the public past of the times they live in”.  

 

-And Johan Huizinga in his book In the Shadow of Tomorrow, said in 1935: “... almost 

all things which once seemed sacred and immutable have now become unsettled, 

truth and humanity, justice and reason”. 

 
-Finally, and to end, the Word of God exhorts us on many occasions not to ignore 

the world in which we live so as not to be deceived and absorbed by it. D. 

 

Matthew 16: 1 Then the Pharisees and the Sadducees came, and testing him asked that he 

would show them a sign from heaven ... 3 You know to discern the face of the sky, but you 

cannot discern the signs of the times. 

Hosea 4: 6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. 

Because you have rejected knowledge, 
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I will also reject you from being priest for Me; 

Romans 12 2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so 

that you may prove what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 

Philippians 1: 9 And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in knowledge and all 

discernment, 10 that you may approve the things that are excellent, that you may be sincere and without 

offense till the day of Christ,  

John 5: 39-40, and the same Lord exhorts... You search (examine, inquire and find out carefully) the 

Scriptures; because you think that in them you have eternal life; and these are they which testify of me  

 

-So, it is becoming more apparent that it is up to us as believers, in the midst of this 

postmodern chaos in which we live, to discern, to know the times in which we live and 

hence the need and importance of these points that I have just mentioned. 

 

-More than ever, we as believers need to have a comprehensive and clear view of the 

relevance of the Word of God and its application to the entire life of the individual, and 

how it affects the rest of society. 

 

-So, the conclusion of this reflection, is that it is absolutely necessary and appropriate 

to take a look, even if it is only a bird’s eye view of what has been the development of 

modernity, to then see how we got to post-Christianity and the post-modern way of 

thinking in recent years. And this is what we will begin to do more closely from the 

next session onwards. D. 

 

-Then we’ll look at some specific characteristics of the paradigm of postmodernism and 

we will discuss a possible Christian response that can be postulated not only from the 

field of arts and culture but from most areas and walks of life and society. 

 

-All this will, of course, will be purely schematic, as I said, in order to encourage 

discussion and arouse curiosity and interest in this matter. At the end I will provide a 

bibliography for those who are interested in exploring the topic. 

 

-In total there will be about eleven sessions. Then, once this first part is finished, which 

will provide us with some foundations on which to move onto the next topic, we will 

look more specifically at the study and knowledge of a biblical perspective of art. That 

part will consist of about six more sessions. 

 

-Just to note, finally, that each session will consist of two parts, the first is the talk 

itself in which the subject will be presented, and the second will be a debate, 
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contributions, questions and answers that will help us go deeper into the topics. 

 

-And so, we have an idea of the path our first journey will take. I will mention the 

issues that will be addressed in the upcoming sessions: 

 

1. Modernity and post-Christianity 

2. Practical implications of the paradigm shift from modernity 

3. Post-modernism in its general context 

4. Two fundamental aspects of post-modernism 

5. The destruction of structures 

6. The concept of authority 

7. Other aspects and consequences of modernity and post-modernism  

8. Do-goodism 

9. A Christian response 

10. The re-evangelization of the West 

11. Prayer and spiritual warfare 

 

-As I have said, after these sessions we will be better prepared to take a deeper 

look at what might be the nature of the creative fact, the topics of which I will list 

when the time comes. 

 

-So, in the next session we will begin our tour by looking at the development of 

modernity and post-Christianity. But for now, we will leave this here as there may 

be questions or contributions. 
 

 


