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I. General Introduction 

Further observations: 

-According to some historians and sociologists, the European society is facing 
one of the most terrible and devastating crises ever. And although this crisis 
seems to be just a financial one that started a few years ago, the truth of the 
matter is that there are people, many of them not even Christians, who are 
raising their voices and who are advocating for a return to Christian values. 
The only ones who seem to be absent in this debate in the general culture are 
the Christians.  And to give you an idea before I start, I just want to read some 
extracts from some of the most prominent European intellectuals, about the 
situation in which we find ourselves... 
 
-Johan Huizinga, great historian, in his book  In the Shadow of Tomorrow, said 
in 1935: "... the things that we considered the most solid and sacred have begun 
to wobble, truth and humanity, reason and justice." 
 
-A. Solzenitzen: "The failings of the human conscience deprived of its divine 
dimension have been a determining fact in all the major crimes of the 20th 
century that began with the First World War ... this war took place when 
Europe fell into an outburst of self-mutilation that did no more than undermine 
its vitality throughout a century and perhaps forever. This fact that can only be 
explained by a mental eclipse of the leaders of Europe, due to the loss of the 
conviction that there was a supreme power over them " 
 
-Malcolm Muggeridge, British writer and journalist in 1970: "It is difficult not to 
conclude that the man of the twentieth century has decided to end himself. 
Tired of having to cope with himself, he has produced the feeling of futility as a 
result of his opulence; that of impotence as a result of his erotomania; that of 
asthenia (apathy, physical fatigue, decay), as a consequence of its own 
autonomous strength. He himself causes the walls of his own city to collapse, 
until in the end he has brutalized himself to the point of the same imbecility, 
drugged and out of place until he is stupefied, kneels down on the exhausted 
carcass of an old dinosaur and he it ends up becoming extinct.  
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-Marshall Berman, American writer, in his book  "All that is Solid Melts in the 
Air”  published in 1980. "To be modern is to find ourselves in an environment 
that promises adventures, power, joy, growth, transformation of ourselves and 
the world and that, at the same time, threatens to destroy everything we have, 
everything we know, everything we are " 
 
-Finally, the words of a Swiss theologian Emil Brunner: "We have noticed that in 
the course of fifteen centuries something like a Christian civilization has been 
created, and that civilization is also at stake right now, and there is doubt about 
its survival ... A new era has begun in which the scholar, the artist, the seer and 
the saint are replaced by the soldier, the engineer and the politician. It is an era 
that is no longer capable of creating true culture, but only an external technical 
civilization. " 
 
- Now this attitude of "turning a blind eye” on the part of most Christians, may 
be due to many reasons, of course; but possibly one of them is the ignorance, at 
least in an important part of the Church in the West, of the true situation in 
which we find ourselves as a society. 
 
-So my purpose in these series of talks is to help us think about what this situation 
is, how it has come about, and see the challenge this implies for us as Christians 
and reflect on what could be a possible Christian answer to the problem.  

-This is a crucial and necessary thing to do if we are interested in reaching this 
society with the gospel message. Paraphrasing John Stott, the British theologian and 
pastor, He believed that Christians need to do what he called a “double listening”. 
Which means listening to the Word of God and listening to the world in order to be 
able to understand what they really think and believe. He said that although many 
Christians study the Word of God, not many study the world in which we live to 
understand it and then be able to relate the Word of God to the world in a way 
which is relevant and resonates with the questions and challenges of modern 
unbelieving people. 

-And this is why we may find ourselves giving answers to questions people do not 
really have, many times. Most postmodern people are not concerned with sin, 
morality, hell or repentance. But they do have other questions which are related to 
this very things without them even realizing it. 

 -But before I start, the first thing I want to say is that I am neither an historian nor a 
sociologist. There are three main reasons why I had to look into the issues about 
which I am going to speak. The first one is our desire to serve the Lord in this 
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European continent in the last 40 years. The second is that this we have been doing 
through the arts and culture, music, dance, theatre. And the third is that since I 
came to Christianity from a Marxist background there has been an interest in me 
for certain intellectual issues related to Christianity. 

-Now, the first two reasons have led us to take an interest in understanding what is 

known as the biblical worldview, how Christianity affects and determines every aspect 

of the life of the individual and the impact it can have on society in general. 

 

-Which also implies an understanding of the biblical message of inclusive and 

comprehensive redemption, that involves life and human experience in its entirety 

and refers to the Lordship of Christ over all of life, whether religious or secular. For the 

Christian life to be relevant, it cannot be limited only to the purely religious aspect 

although the spiritual dimension is fundamental. 

 

-The other question that presented to us working in the field of arts and culture was 

about the real nature of the creative gift according to biblical insight. What is the reason 

why God gave creativity to mankind, what is its purpose in human life and in society? 

 

-And finally, taking into account that we are doing this work in a country and on a 

continent characterized in recent years by a bitter post-Christian and post-modern 

attitude, which we could actually define as apostate, we have been faced with the 

need to understand and reflect on this significant fact.  

 

-In other words, we have had to take an interest in what this post-Christian and post-

modern attitude really means, in order to better understand how we can carry out 

our service to God in this European continent. 

 

-Later, in further sessions, we will look at this issue in more detail, but I just want 

to mention one or two words in passing, to give an idea of where things are taking 

us now, regarding this new paradigm of post-modernism and post-Christianity. 

 

-As I already said, according to several analysts, sociologists, and philosophers, in 

recent years we have been facing one of the worst crises experienced by Western 

society, and this is simply because it does not only affect the conception of society in 
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general. 

 

-Throughout history there have been ideologies that have tried to change the 

structure of society with the aim of providing man with a more prosperous, just and 

pleasant life; ideologies such as capitalism, Marxism, liberalism, fascism, etc. 

 

-But the interesting thing is that all of them, regardless of whether they are good or 

bad, have tried to change social structures, the economy, the class system, production 

systems, political structures, and so on. 

 

-However, in the case of the crisis facing western society at this time, its seriousness 

lies in the fact that this crisis does not only affect production systems, economics or 

the class system, but the very nature of human beings as such. 

 

-It affects the composition and constitution of a person, his actual make up. As I said, in 

the following talks we will go deeper into this whole matter, but I just mention now 

that because of the various scientific and technological developments, a new way of 

understanding the world and man who lives in it has taken place.  

 

-In recent years there has been talk not about post-modernism but about things such 

as post-humanism, post-truth, transsexualism, trans gender, trans species and even, as 

described by the Israeli writer Yuval Noah Hararie in his book published in 2015 

with the revealing title Homo Deus, man becoming and adopting the position of a 

god, who even aspires, even with the help of science and technology, to reach 

immortality.  

 

-The same writer acknowledges that man, having tried first to change the world 

around him, now realizes that what he really needs to change is he himself. And 

that is what trans-humanism has been trying to do with the help of science and 

technology in the last years.  

 

-If gender identity is defined by what the person feels at any given time, regardless 

of what they are in reality according to a physical, genetic or biological make-up, why 

could a person not also feel that they are a dog, or a cat trapped in a human body, 

as they say? 
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-In this context, gender ideology has become one of the most devastating of the 
twenty-first century, and in recent years has been developing a perfectly drawn up 
plan of subversion. A plan that has been forcefully implemented in European 
democracies with the help of governments and the judicial systems, because as some 
of you may know, there is a whole battery of opinions and regulations that have been 
imposed by dint of law or decree on the rest of society, without the majority of the 
people being aware of that. 
 
-All of this can be seen in various ways, but I just want to mention the contra-sexual 
society, towards which gender ideology is advancing with gigantic strides. This 
movement of contra-sexuality is based on the theoretical approaches of writers 
such as Beatriz Preciado with her book The Contra-sexual Manifesto, published in the 
year 2000, and Marie-Hélène Bouncier with her book Queer Zones published in the 
year 2001, and several other American authors. 

-Here are some of the things they say: “Contra-sexuality is not the creation of a new 
nature, but rather the end of nature as an order which legitimizes the subjection of 
some bodies to others." ... In the margin of the contra-sexual contract, bodies 
recognize themselves not as men and women but as speaking bodies."  

-In Germany a new category called indeterminate sex has been created, to take the 
pressure off parents who must “hastily choose” the gender their baby should have 
immediately after birth. Giving the option to the new-born child to choose the sex it 
prefers when it reaches the age of majority. 
 

-Some of these things seem either laughable or insane, but it is what is happening 

right now in the supposedly educated, advanced and civilized world of Western 

society. The twenty-first century is the time of everything post and trans, the man of 

the 21st. century is or wants to be beyond everything. It is the time when man 

begins to reinterpret himself and reinterpret everything else, for that matter, from 

his mere rational, autonomous and purely materialistic perspective. And this even to 

the point of being unwilling to accept and recognize the very laws of nature.  

 

-It is then, no longer about changing social, political or cultural structures, as we have 

said, this is nothing more and nothing less than a new anthropological conception of 

the human being, a change in paradigm. Something completely new which had 

never happened in the history of humanity. 
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-To summarize what I have said up till now, at a certain point in our lives and 

ministry, we have been faced with the urgent need to delve into these fundamental 

issues in order to be able to carry out our work in Spain. The knowledge of the nature 

of the creative gift, the understanding of the biblical worldview, and the knowledge of the 

post-modern and post-Christian society in which we live.  

 

-And as we set out to do that, we have encountered the overwhelming facts that I 

have just described briefly and in passing, and which has left us absolutely amazed 

about our own ignorance of the real situation. 

 

-And the more we got into these issues, the more we saw the need to organize and 

outline this information to be able to assimilate it ourselves first, and then to be able 

to present it and explain it to others as well. And, above all, to be able help people 

understand the nature of the ministry God had called us into.  

 

-Again, I want to emphasize that since I’m not an historian, the presentation that 

will take place throughout this series of talks with regards to historical issues, far 

from having any exhaustive or merely academic pretension, aims to launch a quick 

glance, to provide general information on certain milestones or events that have left 

a clear mark and have contributed to the creation of the paradigm of modernism and 

the post-Christianity and post-modern mentality. 

 

-And it will, somehow, also provide a context for a better understanding of what a 

biblical perspective of life is in general terms and a biblical perspective of art and culture 

in particular. 

 

Introduction: 

-So, this first talk aims to give a general introduction to the approach of this whole 

series and will prepare the ground for when we start to enter more fully into the 

topic in the next talks. 

 

-I will start, therefore, by telling you something about our personal journey. I say our 

because obviously the ministry that we carry out, is not something I do on my own, 

but rather it is a team effort with my wife Lilli and our son Dani. And others who 
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have been helping and collaborating with us in recent years in one way or another. 

 

-I was born in Colombia, where at the age of 19, I had a personal encounter with 

the Lord Jesus. This happened through YWAM. For those who do not know 

YWAM, this is a missionary organization working mostly in discipleship and 

evangelism in many countries of the world. 

 

-From the moment I gave my life to the Lord I felt clearly the call to serve him and as 

I had received training in the theatre and since a very significant part of YWAM’s 

ministry uses this medium to do evangelism it just seemed natural for me to work 

with them doing just that. 

 

-Therefore, after some years of Bible training and discipleship in YWAM, I ended 

up working with them for over 10 years in the field of evangelism through drama 

and the arts in general in various countries: Colombia, Canada, England, USA, 

Portugal, as well as in parts of Africa and Pakistan, and especially in Spain for 40 

years now. 

 

-On the other hand, and because of our involvement in missions for several years, 

15 years ago, the Lord led me and my family, to take a sabbatical which involved a 

process of travel, study and research that led us to the USA, Canada and some 

Northern European countries in order to find out first-hand what was happening in 

the Christian world in relation to the arts and culture. 

 

-Part of this time we spent in Belhaven University in Jackson MS, USA, where at the 

same time as I was working as artist in residence, we carried out studies and 

research to find out what was happening in the field of arts and culture in the Church 

in North America. 

 

-As a result of these almost two years of seeking, research and study, we felt that the 

Lord led us in 2007 to return to Spain and completely change the way we had been 

doing the work of evangelization through art. 

 

-We understood at that time that the ministry would mean opening a school of 

performing arts with the purpose of establishing a Christian presence in the secular 
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sphere and creating a platform from which to develop and implement a biblical 

perspective of the arts. This was in order to build bridges of communication with a 

post-modern society that not only was no longer interested in the Christian message 

but was becoming increasingly hostile towards everything related to Christianity. 

 

-The new focus of the ministry involved a full-time dedication to teaching music, 

dance, theatre and the putting together of performances and shows. It also meant 

launching out in faith, since we had neither the economic nor the human resources 

to carry it out. So this was how in 2007 we set up the Ars School of Music and 

Performing Arts. 

 

-As I mentioned, the main focus of the ministry was to contribute to destroying the 

prejudices that are increasingly prevalent and are becoming more hostile in large 

sectors of society towards everything that has to do with Christianity; and to create 

a platform for dialogue and communication with non-Christians that would allow 

us to present the relevance of the gospel in all areas of life. 

 

-As the years have gone by, a place of interaction, dialogue, reflection and debate on 

issues related to culture, society, education, and ethics, has gradually been formed, 

which has helped us pave the way to address more specifically spiritual matters in 

a more direct way. 

 

-The work has been crystallizing and establishing as we ourselves have come to 

understand better the true nature of the creative gift according to a biblical 

perspective, and as we have come to a better understand of the new paradigm of post-

modernism. 

 

-The school is currently a place where we are in constant contact and relationship 

with non-Christian students and teachers, and where we have gradually been carrying 

out a task that we could call pre-evangelim.  

 

-As I mentioned earlier, on this journey of seeking and establishing the ministry, 

and as we have struggled and learned with the Lord how to put it into practice, we 

have developed this series of talks in order to help us make clear sense of what we 
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felt was or had to be the nature the ministry, and also to help others get some 

insight into an area such as the arts and culture where a Christian presence is vital. 

 

-So now that you know a little bit about us, today I just want to establish a general 

context for these series of talks. 

 

A quick diagnosis: 

-Let´s start by what we might call a quick diagnosis. Taking into account the 

devastating situation to which I referred earlier, we can now understand the urgent 

need to carry out a quick journey, however brief, of some of the most important 

events in the history of the West, in order to understand and discern how this 

process of dechristianization and degradation which has brought us to the chaos we 

find ourselves in, came about.  

 
-But what I think is most important throughout the journey we are about to carry 
out is to get an idea of not only the causes but the reasons behind this situation. And 
in this sense, I am afraid, that it would not be premature to put forward a possible 
answer.  
 
-Mainly because it would not be fair to put the blame only on some political and 
social movements such as the French Revolution, The Communist Revolution, and so 
on. Or on philosophers and thinkers such as Spinoza with his apostasy and 
subsequent transformation of Christianity into a mere pantheistic religion, nor on 
Voltaire because of his hatred and contempt for the Church which he even called 
despicable, or Diderot with his devastatingly destructive attitude when he 
proclaimed that "man would only be free when the last king was hanged with the 
guts of the last priest", nor even Nietzsche, the philosopher known to have given a 
blow to the concept of God with what has been called the death of God.  
 
-And all this is so only because Nietzsche himself was known as someone who 
dared to call a spade a spade and did not intend, hypocritically, to have faith in a 
God, who no longer counted for anything in the life and practice of most people of 
his time. So, what he does is simply issue a death certificate, attesting to a situation 
that in fact was the reality of the time. While most people talked about God the 
true reality is that God no longer counted for anything in their own lives. 
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-So, if we cannot put the blame of this devastating state of affairs on individuals 
and movements of demolition and subversion, although it is true that they have 
contributed to this, who can we blame? I think we all have our suspicions of what 
the answer is, so I will just let it become clear as we continue on our journey.  
 
-Now, because of what I mentioned earlier, in relation to this new paradigm shift in 

the Western mind, in recent years, many voices have risen in the secular sphere both 

in academia and in the artistic and cultural fields, wondering whether there is a 

conspiracy against common sense in the different areas and fields of this modern 

society. 

 

-On the other hand, there are those who think that the changes or social 

transformations that take place at certain times in history, simply respond to a kind 

of historical inertia or social determinism, that is, that they just happen without us 

being able to do anything, just observe and accept their evolution and development 

and their impact on our lives. 

 

-In contrast to this opinion there are others who think that all changes and social 

transformation that occur at any given time, are the result of ideas and opinions that 

are born in certain academic or intellectual circles and are then spread throughout 

society and influence and determine the course of history. 

 

-At home I have a publication in four volumes entitled: Forgers of the Contemporary 

World, and there must be many other similar works in other European languages. 

 

-But it is interesting to note the title, forgers or smiths... to forge means to form, to 

influence, to condition. The publishers define the work in this way: “We 

understand forgers to mean the personalities who, through their thought or action, 

through their scientific, literary, artistic, social or political work, contributed in a 

decisive way to the contemporary world being as it is, in any of its aspects”. 

 

-So this is one of the reasons why in the following sessions we will be taking a 

quick and hasty look at some of the facts and events that have forged and 

conditioned Western history, as it will help us to better understand many of the 

things that have happened and unfolded before our gaze in recent years. 
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The word crisis: 

-Let us take a look therefore at the word crisis. As I said at the beginning, according 

to several authors and writers, believers and non-believers, for about one hundred 

years, since 1918 at the end of the First World War, the West has been going through 

the most serious crisis it has ever experienced. 

 

-And I just want to mention as a sign of this, the titles of some of the books that 

have been published in Europe since 1917, since the titles are quite explicit and will 

give us an idea of what has been said for quite some time by the more farsighted 

minds of the European intelligentsia. 

-Some of them are: The Crisis of European Culture by Rudolf Pannwitz (1917); The 

Last Days of Mankind by Karl Kraus (November 1918); The Decline of the West by O. 

Spengler, published in two volumes (1918-1923); In the Shadow of Tomorrow by J. 

Huizinga (1935); The Revolt of the Masses by Ortega (1930); The Agony of Europe by 

María Zambrano (1940); The Crisis of European Sciences and Transcendental 

Phenomenology, by Edmund Husserl, published in 1945, but that had been drafted 

by him between 1935-36, inspired by a lecture in Vienna in entitled Philosophy and 

the Crisis of European Man; The End of History and the Last Man by F. Fukuyama 

(1992); Decadent Progress by Luis Racionero (2000); The Strange Death of Europe by 

Douglas Murray (2017); etc., etc. 

 

-It would seem absolutely surprising that faced with the devastating diagnosis of 

the most privileged European and Western minds, the word crisis has been turned 

into a taboo in recent years by some politicians who have simply decided not to use 

it any more so as not to frighten the population. While others have turned it into a 

sort of missile word they use against their opponents. 

 

-And to make matters worse, in recent years, perhaps since 2007, its use has been 

more associated with the collapse of the stock exchanges in the West, the deflation 

of the real-estate bubble, the huge loss of jobs, etc. To such an extent that one might 

think that this crisis is purely monetary... 

 

 -When the true reality, as we have already seen in the books mentioned above, is 
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that this crisis is not only economic, and what is more it comes from a long way back. 

Without exaggeration, as I have already mentioned, we are currently living in an 

historical moment of crisis, which some historians have called the most serious and 

decisive that humanity has ever lived through in the past 2,000 years. 

 

-Later we will look at this matter more thoroughly in the course of these sessions, 

but today I just want to mention the words of one of those thinkers. Heidegger, The 

German philosopher, believed that the crisis of European society was so serious 

that in 1966 he even said in an interview that neither philosophy nor culture could 

offer a correct response to this serious problem and therefore, in his own words: 

“Only a god can save us”.  

 

-A few years ago, I attended a series of lectures on ancient history taught by a 

professor of ancient history and in one of them this professor said that in Europe 

right now we are probably at the same historical moment that Rome was just before 

the fall of the Roman Empire in 410.  

 

-So, to put this situation into context, I will mention very briefly what some 

historians call the three major crises that there have been in the West in the last 2,000 

years. 

 

-But we will do that in the next session so that this first talk does not go on for too 
long. Today I just want to conclude by saying, and in the following talks we will go 
deeper into this matter, that one of the great challenges that the Church of the 
twenty-first century faces is to understand the true roots of this radical crisis in which 
we find ourselves. In order to find an appropriate way to bring the gospel to this 
new type of human being, confused, disoriented, fragmented and radically opposed 
to any value or absolute principle other than that of imposing their own ideas on the 
rest of society. 
 
-So as I come to a close just want to mention that in the previous crises that 
humanity has experienced, the answer also had to be a radical and forceful one. It 
was an answer that revolutionized and changed everything by offering a way out 
that no one had even thought of until then. 
 
-The first crisis was in the first century, when the fall of the Roman Republic that 
had lasted roughly from 509 BC to 27 BC, took place. It was the time when 
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countless revolts, civil wars and uprisings were carried out, until Julius Caesar 
became dictator, and finally the Roman Empire was definitively established. 
 
-But what's interesting here is that in the midst of this great crisis, there was a 
response that brought the solution and calm in the midst of that chaos and of 
course it was not what the politicians and thinkers of the time expected. As we all 
know, it was the coming of the Lord Jesus and the preaching of the gospel by the 
early disciples and apostles that went on to transform most of the Empire in the 
course of about three hundred years. 
 
-But the answer of the Lord Jesus was a radical response, as was the preaching of 
the Apostle Paul and all the other apostles, which is why they ended up dying as 
martyrs.  
 
- Repent and be saved; if anyone wants to come after me let him take up his cross daily, and 
deny himself and follow me; no one who puts his hand to the plough and looks back is fit for 
the kingdom of heaven; he who loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; he 
who loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me, “I am the way and the 
truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. etc.  

 
-It was, of course, an extremely radical message that to most of those who heard it 
seemed extreme, exaggerated and too demanding. Therefore, in these times of 
crisis in which we live, the response must also be a radical one. But knowing this 
and understanding as believers that the only real answer is, of course, the gospel; 
the challenge for the Twenty-first Century Church is how to communicate this 
message in an appropriate way that can be understood by this new kind of Western 
man.  
 
-As the gospel itself expresses it so well, we need new wine. What was that new 
wine that the Lord Jesus spoke of to the Pharisees? Of course, it was none other 
than the message of the gospel, something new for the society and religion of the 
time. Although the Jewish people did know about the coming of the Messiah, the 
idea they had about this matter was quite different from what God had in his 
plan. Therefore, it was the new wine of repentance, salvation and redemption of 

mankind, not only of the Jews. 
 
-But also, and this is the other aspect that is significant for us in the context we are 
discussing here, the wineskins also have to be new. That is, the way we deliver the 
message has to be different and adapted to the specific situation in which the man 
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of the 21st. Century finds himself. This is no time for fasting, which was the 
religious custom of the time, and what was expected of all devout people, as 
demanded both by John's disciples and the Pharisees, and which, therefore, they 
held against the disciples of the Lord Jesus in Mark 2:18.  
 
- While the bridegroom is with them, and while Christianity is being established 
and the foundations laid, it is not a time for fasting. The time when this will be 
necessary for the Lord's disciples will be when the bridegroom will be taken away; 
that is when they will have to fast. 
 
-One of the things we humans find so difficult is to face up to change; it is always 
easier and more comfortable to continue doing what has always been done 
because we are used to it. The Pharisees, the Sadducees and the religious 
establishment of the time wanted to see in the Lord Jesus someone who would 
affirm and continue what had always been done, they were not open and willing 
to listen to the radical change that the Lord Jesus announced, even though his 
coming had been prophesied and announced during the previous centuries. 
 
Therefore, and to close, what is required at this dramatic, confused and disoriented 
time, and in subsequent sessions we will look more deeply at the most sordid and 
disastrous aspects of this situation; what is required, then, is not a new wine, 
because this new wine has already come and was announced two thousand years 
ago by the Lord Jesus Christ. But what is needed now are new wineskins, a new 
way, a new approach to make the message of the gospel relevant and 
understandable to the apostate and post-Christian man. 


